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This document is designed to serve as an abbreviated template. It does NOT replace the detailed information available within the relevant funding opportunity announcement, the funding agency’s forms, instructions, or review criteria. For any questions, please refer directly to the FOA or the current NIH Application Guide.

How to use this template:  
Required subheadings are indicated in bold, black text. Please delete all notes, instructions, and examples (indicated by blue text) prior to finalizing and uploading your text.

[bookmark: bookmark1][bookmark: bookmark0]Content Instructions

· This attachment is required for projects that involve activities outside of the United States or partnerships with international collaborators (i.e., any application for which “Yes” is checked on Question 6 of the R&R Other Project Information Form). See the NIH glossary for NIH’s definition of a “foreign component.” In Question 6, also identify the countries with which international cooperative activities are planned (abbreviations are permitted) and (optional) enter a brief explanation for involvement with outside entities. This explanation does not replace the required Foreign Justification attachment. 

· Describe special resources or characteristics of the research project (e.g., human subjects, animals, disease, equipment, and techniques), including the reasons why the facilities or other aspects of the proposed project are more appropriate than a domestic setting. 

· Additional Instructions for Fellowship Applications: Foreign Justification must include a description of how the foreign training is more appropriate than in a domestic setting. Include reasons why the facilities, the sponsor, and/or other aspects of the proposed experience are more appropriate in a foreign setting. 

· Additional Instructions for Multi-project Applications: If Question 6 is answered “Yes” for any Other Component of the project, then you must answer “Yes” for the Overall Component. 

· Additional Instructions for SBIR/STTR Applications: NIH may allow a small portion of work to be performed by a foreign organization only in rare and unique circumstances on a case-by-case basis (for example, if a supply or material required by the study design is not available in the United States). Applicants should discuss their unique situations with the NIH program official before submitting the application. Whenever possible, non-SBIR/STTR funds should be used for work outside of the United States that is necessary to complete the project. 


Review Criteria and/or Questions to Consider

· Are the reasons why the facilities, characteristics, and/or aspects of the foreign setting are more appropriate for the proposed project than a domestic setting explained clearly?

· For Fellowship proposals, are the scientific advantages of the foreign training as compared to the training available domestically communicated clearly?

· For SBIR/STTR proposals, did you discuss your unique situation requiring international work with the program officer?

Suggested outline
We have provided a suggested outline on the third page of this document. If you would like, you can enter your text directly below each subsection header (delete additional guiding comments). This document is already formatted appropriately (0.5 inch margins, Arial font, 11 point text). Just delete the first page and you are on your way to a complete draft!











































FOREIGN JUSTIFICATION

Describe the special resources or characteristics of the research project (broken into subsections by resource or characteristic, if multiple) that necessitate a foreign setting, including the reasons why the facilities or other aspects of the proposed project are more appropriate than a domestic setting. 



