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This document is designed only to serve as a project management tool. It does NOT replace the detailed information available within the relevant funding solicitation, the funding agency’s forms, instructions, or review criteria. In cases where the instructions in the funding solicitation you are responding to deviate from the standard NSF instructions given in this template, follow the detailed instructions in the funding solicitation. For any questions, please refer directly to the funding solicitation or contact your program officer. 


How to use this template: Required or suggested subheadings are indicated in bold, black text. Please delete all notes, instructions, and examples (indicated by green text) prior to finalizing and uploading your text.


Content Instructions
· Limited to two (2) pages

· State the types of data, samples, physical collections, software, curriculum materials, and other materials to be produced in the course of the project.

· Describe the standards to be used for data and metadata format and content (be sure to document where existing standards are absent or deemed inadequate, along with any proposed solutions or remedies).

· State policies for access and sharing, including provisions for appropriate protection of privacy, confidentiality, security, intellectual property, or other rights or requirements.

· State policies and provisions for reuse, redistribution, and the production of derivatives.

· Describe plans for archiving data, samples, and other research products, and for preservation of access to them.

· Click here to check whether there are additional data management requirements or plans specific to your Directorate, Office, Division, Program, or other NSF unit, and include subheadings for those requirements if applicable. 

· Submit only one combined Data Management and Sharing Plan for simultaneously submitted collaborative proposals and proposals that include subawards and be sure to discuss relevant data issues in the context of the collaboration. 

· If no detailed plan is needed, state this and provide a clear justification for why the project will not produce data or products that require management and/or sharing. This is rare and would only be the case if, for example, no data, samples, physical collections, software, curriculum materials, or other materials are to be produced in the course of the project. 

· If more than two pages is needed, use part of the Project Description for additional data management information (this will count against the Project Description page limit). 
· Note: The Data Management and Sharing Plan is reviewed as an integral part of the proposal and will be considered under Intellectual Merit or Broader Impacts (or both) review criteria. 

· The UVM Libraries provide a DMP Tool to assist researchers in developing their Data Management and Sharing Plans. 


Review Criteria and/or Questions to Consider
· Does the plan conform to NSF's policy on the dissemination and sharing of research results?
· Does your NSF Directorate, Office, Division, Program, or other NSF unit require a specific component in the data management plan?
· Is the data management plan (or lack thereof) well-justified?


Suggested Outline
We have provided a suggested outline on the third page of this document. If you would like, you can enter your text directly below each subsection header (delete additional guiding comments in green). This document is already formatted appropriately (1-inch margins, Times New Roman font, 11-point text). Just delete the first two pages and you are on your way to a complete draft!






























DATA MANAGEMENT AND SHARING PLAN

Data Type

State the types of data, samples, physical collections, software, curriculum materials, and other materials to be produced during the project.
Format and Content Standards 

Describe the standards to be used for data and metadata format and content and propose solutions or remedies if existing standards are absent or inadequate. 

Data Sharing Policy

Describe policies for accessing and sharing data, with provisions for adequately protecting privacy, confidentiality, security, intellectual property, or other rights or requirements as appropriate. 

Data Reuse and Redistribution

Describe policies and provisions for data reuse, redistribution, and the production of derivatives. This includes, but is not limited to, citation policies. 

Archiving Data 

Describe plans for archiving data, samples, and other research products, and for preserving access to them.  



