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This document is designed only to serve as a project management tool. It does NOT replace the detailed information available within the relevant funding solicitation, the funding agency’s forms, instructions, or review criteria. In cases where the instructions in the funding solicitation you are responding to deviate from the standard NSF instructions given in this template, follow the detailed instructions in the funding solicitation. For any questions, please refer directly to the funding solicitation or contact your program officer. 


How to use this template: Required or suggested subheadings are indicated in bold, black text. Please delete all notes, instructions, and examples (indicated by green text) prior to finalizing and uploading your text.


Content Instructions
· Limited to one (1) page and must contain the headings Overview, Intellectual Merit, and Broader Impacts on their own lines with no other text next to them.

· The Project Summary should be informative to other persons working in the same or related fields, and, insofar as possible, understandable to a broad audience within the scientific domain. It should not be an abstract of the proposal. 

· State concisely an overview of the project in the Overview section. This should include a description of the activity that would result if the proposal were funded and a statement of objectives and methods to be employed.

· State concisely the Intellectual Merit of the proposed activity in the Intellectual Merit section. This should describe the potential of the proposed activity to advance knowledge. 

· State concisely the Broader Impacts of the proposed activity in the Broader Impacts section. This should describe the potential of the proposed activity to benefit society and contribute to the achievement of specific, desired societal outcomes.


Review Criteria and/or Questions to Consider
· Is the summary informative to other persons working in the same or related fields, yet also understandable to a broad audience within the scientific domain?

· Is the summary formatted with separate headings for Overview, Intellectual Merit, and Broader Impacts?

· Does the summary provide concise answers to the following questions?

· What is the potential for the proposed activity to (1) advance knowledge and understanding within its own field or across different fields, and (2) benefit society or advance desired societal outcomes?

· To what extent do the proposed activities suggest and explore creative, original, or potentially transformative concepts?
· Is the plan for carrying out the proposed activities well-reasoned, well-organized, and based on a sound rationale?


Suggested Outline
We have provided a suggested outline on the third page of this document. If you would like, you can enter your text directly below each subsection header (delete additional guiding comments in green). This document is already formatted appropriately (1-inch margins, Times New Roman font, 11-point text). Just delete the first two pages and you are on your way to a complete draft!








































PROJECT SUMMARY

Overview

This section should summarize what is proposed in your application. The following flow of information (in narrative format) is recommended:

· Knowledge gap or need that drives the proposed project
· Overall objective of the project
· Central hypothesis (if hypothesis-driven proposal)
· Rationale for the proposed research (why the PI or team wants to do it)
· Why the PI (and team) are qualified and prepared to perform the research
· Specific Objectives of the project, including main methods or approaches

Intellectual Merit

This section should answer the question of, “What is the potential for the proposed activity to advance scientific knowledge and understanding within its own field or across different fields?” The following narrative flow of information is recommended:

· Expected contribution of the proposed work (this should align with what is stated in the Expected Significance section of the Project Description)
· Creativity and originality of the proposed work 
· How the contribution will advance the field vertically 
· How the contribution will advance other fields (if applicable)
· How the contribution will potentially be transformative (if applicable – if the project is not expected to have an extreme positive impact on the field, describe the project’s creativity and originality instead)

Broader Impacts

This section should answer the question of, “What is the potential for the proposed activity to benefit society or advance desired societal outcomes?” The following narrative flow of information is recommended:

· Desired societal outcomes that will be advanced by the proposed work (in alignment with NSF's Broader Impacts priorities)
· How proposed activities will result in advancement of the desired societal outcomes (quantify if relevant)
· How positive impacts of the proposed project will be amplified through the proposed dissemination plan
· How attaining the desired societal outcomes will benefit society 
