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SYNERGY Leadership Transition

Two decades ago, while giving a lecture at
Dartmouth, | met Jack Wennberg. Dr. Wennberg,
whose work on the variability of healthcare
based on geography changed the course of
medicine, suggested that | explore the variability
of how patients and doctors share in decision-
making when it came to serious illness. That
suggestion planted a seed | nurtured for the next
two decades at Massachusetts General Hospital.
Everything | have worked on since, from video
decision aids to large pragmatic clinical trials,
descends from that Dartmouth idea. So, when

| say that coming back and joining Dartmouth
Health after two decades in Boston felt like
coming home, | truly mean it! This is where my
intellectual life began.

Three priorities will guide the coming year: First,
rural and community health research, because
the people of northern New England deserve
science designed to improve their lives. Second,
Al and pragmatic trial methods, which let us
answer clinical questions faster and at lower
cost, inside the systems where patients receive
their care. Third, our young clinician-scientists,
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because the next generation of investigators is
the only research infrastructure that will be here
over time.

Over the last few weeks, | have been on a
listening tour across Dartmouth Health, and here
are the themes | keep hearing: to collaborate,

to move faster, and to matter. That is what gets
me up each morning: the belief that research
matters. | am a physician-scientist because |
believe research is how we keep our promises
to patients. The communities we serve should
feel the benefit of our science in their own lives. |
can think of no better place to do that work than
Dartmouth Health.

My door is open. Come find me.

Angelo Volandes, MD, MPH

Contact Principal Investigator and
co-Director of SYNERGY

Interim Chief Research Officer
Dartmouth SYNERGY CTSI

SYNERGY is pleased to announce the next cohort of Green Scholars in the Translational Science
K12 Program. Visit the SYNERGY K12 Development Award Program to learn about our two new
early-career investigators and their research areas.

Research in Progress Workshops for Early Career Investigators

Research in Progress workshops provide early-career investigators with a structured forum to
present ongoing research, receive feedback from across the translational spectrum, and build

the interdisciplinary connections needed to move their work from discovery toward clinical and
community impact. These in-person meetings foster candid, in-depth discussion in a setting where
scholars can engage closely with reviewers and peers alike. Visit the events page of our website to
see when these are scheduled, and email us to learn more.



https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/funding-opportunities/synergy-k12-development-award/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/
mailto:synergygreenscholars%40hitchcock.org?subject=

Team Member Highlight

Liz Repash brings a scientist’'s eye to program management. She spent years in the
biotech industry, advancing immuno-oncology and autoimmunity programs from early
discovery through clinical biomarkers at companies including Vertex Pharmaceuticals,
Alpine Immune Sciences, and Bicycle Therapeutics. Now, as a Project Manager at
SYNERGY, Dartmouth'’s Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI), she drives
execution of initiatives across our community-engaged research and workforce
development and training modules. Outside of work, she and her husband are restoring
their 1800s home, and she recharges by working on her pottery. Elizabeth Carpenter-Song, Research
Professor of Anthropology at Dartmouth College and Co-Leader of the SYNERGY Community-Engaged
Research Module, says of Liz, “We are so grateful for the care and attention Liz brings to her work
supporting the module’s suite of projects and activities. Her training as a scientist is evident in the
curiosity she has shown in learning about community-engaged research methods. Liz’s skills as a
‘connector’ align with the relational orientation of community-engaged work and enhance our team’s
ability to cultivate meaningful bridges between researchers and community partners.”

Dartmouth CTSI (SYNERGY) Translational Pilot Award Program Update

The Dartmouth CTSI SYNERGY Translational Pilot Award Program officially launched Cohort Y2 on July 1,
2026, following successful NCATS prior approvals. Six multidisciplinary pilot projects are now underway,
further strengthening Dartmouth Health’s translational research pipeline and advancing innovative
translational research across Dartmouth Health. Learn more about our Pilot Awardees and Funding
Mechanism and their funded projects by visiting the Dartmouth CTSI (SYNERGY) Pilot Program webpage.

Dartmouth CTSI Pilot Program Milestones

Year 1 | Inaugural Cohort Year 2 | Current Cohort Year 3 | Upcoming Cohort
> 3 pilot projects completed 2 NCATS prior approvals =2 Virtual Q&A Session: August
and entered dissemination completed 12,2026 | 12:00 PM ET -

=2 3 pilot projects progressing = 6 pilot awards launched (Zoom Link)
toward completion and (July 1, 2026) > LOI Deadline: September 4,
dissemination 2026 | 11:59 PM ET

External Opportunities & Announcements

Rural communities make up 20% of the U.S. population and often face greater challenges to good health
than their urban counterparts. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), a
combination of demographic, environmental, economic, and social factors contributes to a higher risk of
death and poor health outcomes among rural residents compared to those living in urban areas.

The Consortium of Rural States (CORES) is a collaborative research consortium of nine academic
medical institutions working to improve health in rural communities with funding from the Clinical

& Translational Science Award (CTSA) of the National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences
(NCATS) at the National Institutes of Health. Through inter-institutional pilot funding and sharing best
practices, CORES aims to accelerate research efforts that can reduce the burden of illness and mortality
in rural populations.

The list of CORES Member Institutions can be found here: CTSA Consortium of Rural States (CORES)



https://ncats.nih.gov/translation
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/funding-opportunities/synergy-translational-pilot-award/
https://dartmouth.zoom.us/j/99800975351
https://ncats.nih.gov/research/research-activities/ctsa
https://ncats.nih.gov/research/research-activities/ctsa
https://ncats.nih.gov/
https://ncats.nih.gov/
https://www.ctsacores.com/

SYNERGY Website

We are excited to share that the new SYNERGY website is live. Visit it here: Dartmouth SYNERGY NEW
Website. The redesigned site features a dynamic, user-friendly layout, improved navigation, and a
calendar of events to better inform our community about upcoming training, events, and networking
opportunities. This update reflects our ongoing efforts to streamline access to resources, highlight
SYNERGY’s impact, and create a more cohesive digital experience.
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Early Career Researcher Training Series 2026-2027

We are delighted to invite you to a year-long
professional development journey designed
specifically for early career researchers. From
September 2026 through June 2027, join us each
month for interactive sessions with distinguished
faculty and guest experts. Every session is
designed to help you build core competencies

and cultivate the translational scientist attributes.

We encourage you to join us for as many
sessions as your schedule allows and look
forward to learning with you throughout the year.

Location

Sessions will be held at Dartmouth-Hitchcock
Medical Center (DHMC) for in-personattendance,
and will also be live via Webex for those joining
remotely.

Lunch will be provided for in-person attendees.

If you have any questions, please email
SYNERGY@hitchcock.org for more information.

Register here: Early Career Researcher Training
Series 2026-2027

9/14/26 | 12:00-1:00 | DHMC Auditorium H or Virtually

Giving High-Impact Presentations

Speaker

Petra Lewis, MD

PMET

10/12/26| 12:00-1:00 | DHMC Auditorium B or Virtually

Qualitative and Mixed Methods Research

Catherine Saunders,

PMET

MPH, PhD

11/9/26 | 12:00-1:00 | DHMC Auditorium B or Virtually

Overview of Dissemination and

Jeremiah Brown, PhD

PMET

Implementation Science

12/14/26| 12:00-1:00 | DHMC Auditorium B or Virtually

Clinical Research Informatics

Timothy Burdick, MD,

PMET MBA, MSc
1/11/27 ;ﬁOEOT-VOO DHMC Auditorium B or Virtually | |ssues in Rural Healthcare Delivery Mark Creager, MD
2/8/27 ;ﬁOéDT-POO DHMC Auditorium B or Virtually | Human-Centered Design Elizabeth Murnane, PhD
3/8/27 :Di;loé)T_mo DHMC Auditorium B or Virtually | Translational Science Across the Spectrum | Jon Lurie, MD, MS
4/12/27 LZF\AOEOT-VOO DHMC Auditorium B or Virtually | Understanding Al Principles and Tools Brian Dellinger, BA
5/10/27 ;i;loé)T-VOO DHMC Auditorium B or Virtually | Grant Writing Resources at Dartmouth Allan Bieber, PhD
6/14/27 | 12:00-1:00 | DHMC Auditorium B or Virtually | Learning Health System Models TBD

PMET



mailto:SYNERGY%40hitchcock.org?subject=
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019f8a8e6f0a7229a5fe7a30fe9b42da
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019f8a8e6f0a7229a5fe7a30fe9b42da
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/giving-high-impact-presentations-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/qualitative-and-mixed-methods-research-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/overview-of-dissemination-and-implementation-science-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/overview-of-dissemination-and-implementation-science-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/clinical-research-informatics-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/issues-in-rural-healthcare-delivery-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/human-centered-design-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/translational-science-across-the-spectrum-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/understanding-ai-principles-and-tools-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/grant-writing-resources-at-dartmouth-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/events/key-challenges-in-team-science-synergy-early-career-researcher-training-series-2026-2027/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/

Dartmouth Journal of Healthcare Delivery Science Launches

This summer marks the debut of the Dartmouth Journal of Healthcare Delivery Science (DJHCDS), a
scholarly journal devoted to all aspects of the science of healthcare delivery. As founding editor-in-
chief Steven Bernstein notes in his introduction to the inaugural issue, healthcare delivery science
represents “a hybrid of multiple related disciplines, which have more in common with each other

than is generally believed.” DJHCDS aims to bring scholarship in those disciplines under one open
access roof. The first issue features articles based on presentations from the symposium Moral
Courage in an Uncertain Time: The Legacy of C. Everett Koop. For future issues, the journal is actively
soliciting manuscripts on dissemination and implementation science, quality improvement science,
organizational change, learning health system science, healthcare quality and safety, and systems
science —in short, healthcare delivery science at the individual, community, or population level.

All article processing charges (APCs) for DJHCDS will be waived for the first two years of publication,
making the journal an attractive publishing outlet for scholars and scientists with limited research
budgets. Consult the journal’s Instructions for Authors for complete details on DJHCDS’s scope and
submission requirements or contact managing editor Cybele Merrick for more information.

Partner Announcements

Dartmouth Cancer Center (DCC), in partnership with the Center for Advancing Rural Health Equity at
Dartmouth Health, is pleased to announce that we will again be accepting grant applications for our
community mini-grant program.

This funding opportunity aims to support cancer-relevant projects that have the potential to improve
health equity in New Hampshire and Vermont. Projects may focus on any area(s) of the cancer
continuum (prevention through end-of-life) and any aspects of health equity. A wide variety of project
types will be considered for funding, except for research projects. Eligible applicants can apply for up
to $25,000 for one-year projects.

The application process includes two steps:

1. Intent to apply questionnaire [redcap.dartmouth.edul.
Applicants are strongly encouraged to submit this questionnaire, which is due on August 14, 2026.

2. Application [cancer.dartmouth.edu].
The application is required and due on September 11, 2026.

Please see Request for Applications (RFA) [cancer.dartmouth.edu] for more details and how to apply.

DCC will host a pre-application information session on Wednesday, August 5th, from 11 am —12 pm
(Eastern) via Zoom. DCC will also be available during office hours. See page 7 of the RFA [cancer.
dartmouth.edu] for more details.

How to Engage with SYNERGY

Have a project in mind? SYNERGY offers expert support across the research lifecycle.
Reach out to explore available services and get connected.

Get started: Request Services — Dartmouth SYNERGY



https://www.dartmouth-health.org/carhe
https://redcap.dartmouth.edu/surveys/?s=887Y9AL7HKPK4RCM
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cancer.dartmouth.edu/sites/default/files/2026-07/2026-dcc-community-mini-grant-application-form.docx__;!!Eh6P0A!RZz8sXnDb54MibB7P6gKsxox8TSjQz35-Dm2KYQtX1Szv1gP_fbhzGcoUXi3SkbZ_OAJ3kXBduM98CCfBQTXlyLItm63Nf5pyx5NjNtuQA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cancer.dartmouth.edu/sites/default/files/2026-07/2026-dcc-community-mini-grant-rfa.pdf__;!!Eh6P0A!RZz8sXnDb54MibB7P6gKsxox8TSjQz35-Dm2KYQtX1Szv1gP_fbhzGcoUXi3SkbZ_OAJ3kXBduM98CCfBQTXlyLItm63Nf5pyx6peLvBKA$
https://cancer.dartmouth.edu/sites/default/files/2026-07/2026-dcc-community-mini-grant-rfa.pdf
https://cancer.dartmouth.edu/sites/default/files/2026-07/2026-dcc-community-mini-grant-rfa.pdf
https://www.ovid.com/jnls/dartmouthhcds/toc/current
https://www.ovid.com/jnls/dartmouthhcds/fulltext/10.1097/dh9.0000000000000008~introducing-the-dartmouth-journal-of-healthcare-delivery
https://geiselmed.dartmouth.edu/news/2025/public-health-in-uncertain-times-lessons-from-c-everett-koop-at-dartmouth-symposium/
https://geiselmed.dartmouth.edu/news/2025/public-health-in-uncertain-times-lessons-from-c-everett-koop-at-dartmouth-symposium/
https://edmgr.ovid.com/dartmouth/accounts/ifauth.htm
mailto:cybele.m.merrick%40hitchcock.org?subject=
https://dartsynergy.wpenginepowered.com/services/services-request/

